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Transition to Macclesfield College 

Moving from High School to College can be challenging for a lot of
students, especially those with additional needs. At Macclesfield College
we are committed to working hard to ensure the transition is as smooth

as possible and we have put measures in place to help you and your
young person.

This booklet outlines how we can support your young person and what
you can do to help us with the transition.

Use Year 10 to explore all further education options available to your
young person. Starting early will give them the opportunity to explore all

options available at Macclesfield College.

Use this time to attend College Open days to explore the various
curriculum areas and qualification options that are available. 

Open days are a great way to get a feel for the College and to see the
facilities and environment where you can study.

Year 10



Year 11

It’s time to focus on your young person’s options as applications for
Macclesfield College open in October. 

Make sure they attend any College Open Events to revisit the curriculum
areas of interest. Your young person can apply for their chosen course at

the Open Event or via the College website. 

They will then be invited for an interview and if successful, a conditional
offer will be made (conditional offer is dependent on GCSE results, EHCP

consultation response and availability of course places). 

Please note that if we cannot meet the needs of your young person’s EHCP,
any curriculum offer will be withdrawn.



Year 11 EHCP Annual Review

Early in the academic year you will be contacted by your Local Authority
asking for parental preference for your young persons Post 16 setting.

Your Year 11 EHCP Review is crucial, and the school should ensure that it is
completed in the Autumn Term. 

Your young person’s plan must be thoroughly reviewed ensuring all
sections of the EHCP are updated, especially Section B, E and F. Section F

sets out the provision that your young person requires to meet their
special educational needs through Year 11 and what is required at a Post-

16 setting. If you feel it is appropriate, a member of our team can be
invited to the review.

The Local Authority will then send a formal consultation to their chosen
Post-16 setting, who have 15 days to respond if they can or cannot meet

the needs of your young person. If we have any concerns, we may contact
either you or your school to discuss. 

There is a statutory deadline of 31st of March for naming the Post 16
setting on their EHCP in Section I.



Consultation and Application Process

Year 11 EHCP Annual Review - Autumn Term
EHCP is thoroughly reviewed and updated  

Local Authority sends draft EHCP to parents to review and respond

EHCP is sent to the College for formal consultation 

College will review EHCP and make a decision if they can or
cannot meet the needs of the applicant.

College will formally respond to the Local Authority consultation
(can or cannot meet need)

At the same time

October onwards
Applicant can apply for college course or courses

Applicant will be invited to attend an interview event

If successful a conditional offer is made depending on EHCP
consultation, GCSE results and availability of course places

If we cannot meet the need, offer is withdrawn.
If we can meet the need, offer is confirmed (still conditional on
GCSE results and availability of course places

Applicant will be sent enrolment information in the summer



Transition Support

Many students with additional needs benefit from an extended transition to
a new setting. At Macclesfield College we can offer a number of additional
transition arrangements to help applicants with their new environment:

Taster Sessions
We can arrange for applicants to participate in a taster
session in their chosen curriculum area to experience
what a typical lesson might look like. This can help
applicants understand what is expected of them in a
college setting.

Visits
Our EHCP Learning Mentors can arrange additional
visits during the day so applicants can familiarise
themselves with the College environment. Coming in
gives applicants the opportunity to experience the
college campus on a typical day. This is particularly
useful for those who might struggle with noisy and/or
busy environments.

Resources
If the applicant is going to require specialist resources/
equipment e.g. Hearing Loops, we will discuss these
requirements with you to ensure they are in place for
September.



Personal
Transition

Taster Sessions
Resource and

Environmental Adaptation

The College will contact the applicant’s previous
school to request any supporting documentation
such as student passports to guide us with the
support requirements. Please note, arrangements
that have previously been accessed in school will not
automatically transfer to college. College will need to
establish the current learning needs before exam
access arrangements can be put in place.

Exam Access Arrangements

Enhanced Transition

Individual Visits
Taster Session
Resource and

Environmental Planning

Universal Transition

New Student Welcome Day
Information Sharing

Setting to Setting Links



Contact Information
ALS Office - General Enquires

als@macclesfield.ac.uk

Suzi McNulty – Specialist Provision Lead

suzi.mcnulty@macclesfield.ac.uk

01625 410000 extension 547

01625 410000 extension 586 / 522
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