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College Guide

Make It Macc!
Why Macclesfield College could be the perfect fit for you?

Be a part of it
Connect with classmates, industry professionals and the wider community
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Welcome
Whether you are studying at our Crewe, Ellesmere Port, Chester or Macclesfield Campus, you’ll become part of a welcoming community where you’ll be supported, challenged and encouraged to achieve your ambitions. 
College is about much more than gaining qualifications. It is an opportunity to develop new skills, build confidence, make lifelong friendships and discover talents and opportunities you may never have imagined. Whether your goal is university, an apprenticeship, employment or starting your own business, we’re here to help you succeed every step of the way. 
As one of the largest further education providers in the region, we offer an exceptional range of courses, outstanding facilities and strong partnerships with employers and universities. Our curriculum is shaped by industry and designed to equip you with the skills knowledge and experience needed to thrive in a rapidly changing world. You’ll learn from expert staff, gain valuable real-world experience and benefit from high quality careers education, guidance and progression support throughout your time with us.

Starting college is the beginning of an exciting new chapter, and we are delighted you’ve chosen to join us.

This year also marks an exciting new chapter as Cheshire College – South & West and Macclesfield College come together as one organisation. By combining the strengths, expertise and opportunities of both colleges, we are creating an even stronger learning community, expanding opportunities for students, while maintaining the unique identity, character and supportive environment of each campus.
Most importantly, your experience remains at the heart of everything we do. You will continue to study at your chosen Campus, supported by dedicated staff who are committed to helping you achieve your goals fulfil your potential and prepare confidently for your future. 
We are incredibly proud of our students and all that they achieve. I look forward to welcoming you and wish you every success as you begin your journey with us.

“We focus on helping you discover what you enjoy, what you’re good at, and where you want to go next.”
We offer an exceptional range of courses, outstanding facilities and strong partnerships with employers and universities. - Jasbir Dhesi OBE, Principal & Chief Executive 


What can I study?
We offer a wide range of courses designed to suit different interests, strengths and career goals.
Art & Design
Automotive
Beauty Therapy
Brickwork
Business
Carpentry & Joinery
Childcare
Computing
Construction
Creative Media
Electrical
Engineering
Hairdressing
Health & Social Care
Hospitality
Plumbing
Public Services
Sport

Want more detail? We also have subject specific course guides with full information on what you’ll study, entry requirements and career options. Visit macclesfield.ac.uk or scan the QR code.



Types of qualifications
There are different ways to learn, all designed to help you progress, whether that’s into work, an apprenticeship or university.

Vocational Courses
Practical learning focused on real skills. You can progress into employment, higher level courses, apprenticeships or university.

T Levels
A combination of classroom learning and industry placement. Designed to give you technical knowledge and real experience, leading to skilled employment, apprenticeships or university.

Apprenticeships
A real job where you earn a wage while working towards a qualification. A great route into a career, with opportunities to progress to higher levels.

How does it work?
Entry Level – start here and build your confidence
Level 1 – progress to Level 2 or an apprenticeship
Level 2 – Move on to Level 3 or an apprenticeship
Level 3 – Equivalent to  A Levels
Onwards – University or higher apprenticeship

What our students say
“Without help from my teachers and the help of the college, I wouldn’t have been able to get to where I am today, with helping me get through the first part of the recruitment process with Cheshire Fire and Rescue.” - Zak Harrison, Public Services


What’s it like here?
College is about more than your course, it’s about your day-to-day experience too, and both matter.

Here at the College, your week brings together focused time on your course with opportunities to meet new people, build confidence and discover what you enjoy.

Student Life
· Make friends across courses and activities
· Clubs, sports and creative sessions
· Trips, events and guest speakers
· Student Ambassador opportunities 
· Student Council

What our students say
“I was so scared on the first day of college, but now when I come in, I wake up happy. I am just happy to be here” - Wiktoria Wittbrodt, Beauty Therapy

A typical week
Your week is a mix of learning, support and time to get involved. You’ll build your skills on your course while also having the chance to try new things and meet people. 
· Practical or classroom sessions
· Tutorials and personal development
· Enrichment activities
· Time to study and socialise

Beyond your course
· Extra qualifications
· Industry experiences

What our students say
“I was nervous before starting, but you settle in quickly and meet people straight away.”  - Shalom Nkomo, Health and Social Care


The Hub
Whatever your journey looks like, we’ll be with you every step of the way.
Starting college is an exciting next step and we’re here to help you make the most of it. Whether you have a question, need a bit of extra support, want to meet new people or simply fancy somewhere to relax between lessons, The Hub is your space. Friendly, welcoming and open to everyone, it’s here whenever you need it.

What our students say
“The environment is calm; you don’t stay in your own bubble. There are people around to cheer you up and lift your spirits” - Mitchell Macheka, Health and Social Care

At the Hub you can…
· Talk to someone: Whether you have a quick question or just need a chat, our friendly team is always here to help.
· Look after your wellbeing: Access wellbeing support, counselling and advice whenever you need it, throughout your journey.
· Get help with your studies: Extra learning support is available to help you build confidence and achieve your very best.
· Meet new people: Take part in enrichment activities, discover new interests and make the most of college life.
· Plan your future: Explore your options with careers guidance, university advice and support with your next steps.
· Access financial support: Find out about bursaries, travel support and funding to help you make the most of college.
· Make your voice heard: Become a Student Ambassador or join the Student Council to represent your peers and shape college life.

What our students say
“I really enjoy coming here, as college has put me on the right path in what I want to do. I started off on the Automotive Course and decided I wanted to look at more of the Engineering side to things. The colleges facilities have given me the opportunity to do this.” - Isla Lancaster, Engineering

Come and see for yourself
Where will it take me?
Real learner stories


Where will it take me?
Hear from our learners

Grace
Health T Level
Now representing the UK at WorldSkills Shanghai 2026, Grace’s journey started with a passion for healthcare and a willingness to take every opportunity available.
During her time at college, she developed her skills through practical learning and industry 
experience, building the confidence to compete at the highest level.

Advice from Grace
“Take every opportunity, you never know where it could lead.”

Lidiya
Engineering
After studying engineering at college, Lidiya progressed to university where she completed a degree in Mechanical Engineering. 
She found her time at college motivating and supportive, helping her stay focused and achieve her goals.
Advice from Lidiya
“Don’t give up, there’s always a path for you.”

Murray
Public Services
Murray progressed from college into the Royal Air Force, where he now works as an Aircraft Engineer on F-35B jets. 
His time at college helped him understand his career path and develop the focus needed to succeed.
Advice from Murray
“Stay focused and go after what you want.”



Diezel
Business
After achieving a Distinction* and being named Business Student of the Year 2025, Diezel progressed into an accounting apprenticeship and is now working towards becoming a chartered accountant. 
His time at college helped him develop discipline, confidence and the skills needed to succeed in a professional environment.
Advice from Diezel
“Work hard, stay focused and make the most of every opportunity.”

Entry requirements

Course Entry Level:
· Entry Requirements (GCSE)*: No formal requirements
· Duration: 1 Year

Course Level 1:
· Entry Requirements (GCSE)*: Typically 4 GCSEs at grade 2 or above.
· Duration: 1 Year

Course Level 2:
· Entry Requirements (GCSE)*: Typically 5 GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including a grade 3/2 combination in English and maths.
· Duration: 1 Year

Course Level 3:
· Entry Requirements (GCSE)*: Typically 5 GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including a grade 4/3 combination in English and maths.
· Duration: 2 Years

Course T Level:
· Entry Requirements (GCSE)*: Typically 5 GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including grade 4 or above in both English and maths.
· Duration: 2 Years


*Please Note
Some courses have specific requirements, check course details when applying.

Apprenticeship Entry Requirements
Apprenticeship entry requirements vary depending on the level, industry and specific role. Please check the individual requirements carefully when applying.

Application journey
Applying is simple, just follow these steps.

Step 1: Come along to one of our open events
Our teachers and the team will be able to tell you about our courses and make sure that you find the right option to suit you.

Step 2: Visit our website
Browse our range of courses so that you can choose the course you’d like to apply for.

Step 3: Apply for a course
Using our online application portal making sure you complete all of the relevant information.

Step 4: Attend a guidance evening
When you apply you will receive an invite to attend and meet with one of your chosen subject teachers. 

Step 5: Student Welcome Day
You’ll be invited to attend our New Student Day on Monday 5 July 2027.

Step 6: The Enrolment starts on Thursday 19 August 2027
You’ll need to come into College to complete your enrolment. 


Open events
Come and see what it’s really like.

Open Events
Thursday 22 October 2026, 5:30pm – 7:30pm
Saturday 21 November 2026, 10:30am – 12:30pm
Thursday 21 January 2027: 5:30pm – 7:00pm
Saturday 12 June 2027: 10:30am – 12:30pm

Apprenticeship Careers 
Thursday 11 March 2027, 4:30pm – 6:30pm
This event is the perfect occasion to meet top employers and discuss apprenticeship opportunities with them, along with exploring future careers in your preferred industry.

What to expect:
· Explore our facilities and campus
· Meet teachers and current students
· Find out more about your course options
· Get advice on next steps and applying


“Explore the campus, meet the team and get a feel for student life.’”

What our staff say
“We’re really proud of our open events, they’re the perfect opportunity to get a feel for the college. It’s such a vibrant, welcoming community and these events really showcase that. Come along, meet the team and explore, we’d love to see you there!” - Stephanie Allan, Marketing and Communications Manager



Getting here
Getting here is easy. Whether you’re travelling by bus, train, bike or car, reaching the campus is simple. 

We’re just an 8 minute bike ride and approximately a 20 minute walk from Macclesfield train station. The College also operates dedicated bus services. Subsidised bus travel is available for full-time students aged 16–19, with some students eligible for free travel. Scan the QR code to view our Transport Guide and find out more.

Route 1: Buxton, 23.4 miles, 1 hour and 8 minutes
Route 2: New Mills, 30.9 miles, 1 hour and 14 minutes
Route 3: Handforth & Wilmslow, 22 miles, 1 hour and 6 minutes
Route 4: Poynton, Bollington & Tytherington, 15.5 miles, 49 minutes
Route 5: Middlewich, Holmes Chapel, Knutsford & Alderley Edge, 26.6 miles, 1 hour and 6 minutes
Route 6: Stockport, Offerton & Hazel Grove, 17.2 miles, 53 minutes
Route 7: Scholar Green, Congleton & Gawsworth, 15.5 miles, 35 minutes
Route 8: Biddulph, Congleton & Bosley Crossroads, 14.9 miles, 37 minutes
Route 9: Leek, 15.8 miles,  36 minutes


FAQs and Contact Details

Contact Details
Website: macclesfield.ac.uk
Call us: 01625 410000
Visit us: Park Lane, Macclesfield, SK11 8LF

Speak to our team if you have any questions, we’re here to help.

Frequently asked questions

What if I don’t get the grades I need? 
Start here and build your confidence.

What happens after I apply?
You’ll be invited into college to meet a tutor from your chosen area. Don’t worry, it’s just a friendly chat to make sure the course is right for you and to answer any questions you have.

What will I do on my course?
You’ll take part in a mix of practical learning, course work and real world experience, helping you build skills that prepare you for your next step.

Can I change my course?
Yes. If your course doesn’t feel like the right fit, talk to us — we’ll support you in finding an option that suits you better.

Will I make friends?
Yes. Many students start college without knowing anyone and quickly make friends through their course, activities and everyday college life.

Is there support?
Yes. The Hub is here for you, whether you need help with your studies, wellbeing, careers or anything else.

What is the first day like?
You’ll meet your tutor and group, get settled into your timetable and have time to find your way around cam pus. Our team will be there to support you throughout the day, so you won’t feel lost.

Macclesfield Campus

Macclesfield College
Park Lane, Macclesfield, SK11 8LF 
01625 410 000 
info@macclesfield.ac.uk 
macclesfield.ac.uk
