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If you’re still deciding on your next steps, let us show you why Macclesfield College could be the perfect fit for you.
From the moment you arrive, you will feel part of a friendly, inclusive and inspiring community. We’re proud to offer a welcoming environment where every student is supported to thrive, both in their studies and in their personal development. 
At the heart of college life is a strong sense of belonging. Our dedicated staff and exceptional teachers are not only experts in their fields, but also genuinely care about your progress and wellbeing. Whether it’s academic guidance or personal support, we have a comprehensive pastoral team ready to help you grow in confidence and independence. 
You’ll find real opportunities to connect with classmates, industry professionals and the wider community. From making lifelong friends to taking part in exciting World Skills competitions, college isn’t only about gaining qualifications – it’s also about discovering your potential and preparing for a successful future. 
We’re proud to be the #1 College in Cheshire for Education and Training for 16 - 19 year olds.* This achievement reflects our unwavering commitment to helping every student succeed. 
With ever evolving facilities and a campus designed to support modern learning, Macclesfield College is a place where ambition is nurtured and futures are built.
“At the heart of our College is a strong sense of belonging.” 
“We’re proud to be the #1 College in Cheshire and Warrington for Education and Training for 16 - 19 year olds.* - Rachel Kay Principal & CEO Macclesfield College

Why Choose Macclesfield College
· #1 in Cheshire and Warrington for Education & Training (16–19 year olds). 

· You’ll be treated like a young adult and supported to grow in confidence and independence. 

· Expert staff are here to guide you - not just in learning, but in life. 

· Build the skills, behaviours and mindset employers and universities are looking for. 

· 93% of students progress to university, apprenticeships or employment. 

· Get involved in student led events, enrichment activities and new experiences. 

· Discover hobbies, develop personally and expand your world beyond the classroom. 

· Parents and Carers are kept informed and involved in your journey.

· Train in industry standard facilities that prepare you for the real world.


What our students say 
“I love how much of a family we all are and how there is always someone to talk to or help.” 
- Elle Booth Art & Design Student



Events
Come and see what Macclesfield College is all about, join us at one of our Events to explore the campus, meet the team and get a real feel for student life.

Open Events 
· Thursday 23rd October 2025, 5.30pm – 7.30pm 
· Saturday 22nd November 2025, 10.30am – 1.00pm 
· Thursday 22nd January 2026, 5.30pm – 7.00pm Saturday 
· 13th June 2026, 10.30am – 12.30pm 

Apprenticeship Careers Event, Thursday 12th March 2026 4.30pm – 6.30pm 
This event is the perfect occasion to meet top employers and discuss apprenticeship opportunities with them, along with exploring future careers in your preferred industry. Student Welcome Day Monday 6th July 2026 This event gives potential students the perfect introduction to college life. You will be actively participating in a day in the life at Macclesfield College, meeting your subject teachers, future classmates and lots of new friendly faces.

“Explore the campus, meet the team and get a feel for student life.”

What our staff say
“We’re really proud of our open events, they’re the perfect opportunity to get a feel for the college. It’s such a vibrant, welcoming community and these events really showcase that. Come along, meet the team and explore, we’d love to see you there!” 
- Stephanie Allan Marketing and Communications Manager


How To Apply
Follow the simple six-step guide to applying for a course

Step 1: Come along to one of our open events
Our teachers and the team will be able to tell you about our courses and make sure that you find the right option to suit you.

Step 2: Visit our website
Browse our range of courses so that you can choose the course you’d like to apply for. 

Step 3: Apply for the course
Using our online application portal making sure you complete all of the relevant information.

Step 4: Attend an informal interview or taster session
When you apply you will receive an invite to attend and meet with one of your chosen subject teachers. 

Step 5: Find your feet
You will be invited to our new student day on Monday 6th July 2026 and you will have a taste of what it’s really like to study at Macclesfield College on your chosen course.

Step 6: Enrolment opens 20th August
We look forward to seeing you there!



Types of Qualifications
At Macclesfield College, we offer a range of qualifications.

Vocational Courses 
These courses focus on practical, work related learning. You’ll build real skills and experience in a supportive, hands-on environment. They’re a great choice if you want to go straight into employment, move on to higher level vocational qualifications or even progress to university.

A Levels 
A Levels are a traditional qualification. They’re great if you enjoy studying subjects in depth, developing your thinking and analytical skills. They provide a pathway to Higher Education at university or with higher level apprenticeships. 

T Levels 
T Levels combine classroom learning with a substantial industry placement. They’re ideal if you want to gain technical knowledge as well as real experience, giving you a strong foundation for skilled employment or further qualifications.

Apprenticeships
With an apprenticeship, you’ll work towards a recognised qualification while earning a wage and gaining on the job experience. It’s a great choice if you’re keen to start your career straight away and learn in a real working environment.

Your Path, Your Way
At Macclesfield College, we offer a range of qualifications to suit different interests, ambitions and ways of learning. Whether you’re more hands-on, academic, career focused – or a mix of all three, we’ll help you choose the course that’s right for you.


Entry Requirements

Course: Entry Level, entry requirements (GCSE) none or mostly Grade 1s, duration 1 year
Course: Level 1, entry requirements (GCSE) mostly grades 3 -1, duration 1 year
Course: Level 2, entry requirements (GCSE)  4x Grade 3, duration 1 year
Course Level 3, entry requirements (GCSE) 5x Grade 4-9 (including maths or English), duration 2 years
Course: A Levels, entry requirements (GCSE) 5x Grade 4-9 (including maths and English), duration 2 years
Course: T Levels, entry requirements (GCSE) 5x Grade 4-9 (including maths and English), duration 2 years

Please note
Courses may have specific entry requirements related to the subject area. Please check the course details carefully when applying. 

Apprenticeship Entry Requirements
Apprenticeship entry requirements vary depending on the level, industry and specific role. Please check the individual requirements carefully when applying.


Curriculum Areas

Art & Design: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3, Level 3 (Post A Levels)
Automotive: Level 1, Level 2
Beauty Therapy: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
Brickwork: Level 1, Level 2
Business: Level 2, Level 3, A Level
Carpentry & Joinery: Level 1, Level 2
Childcare: Level 2, T Level
Computing: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3, T Level
Construction Design & Surveying: T Level
Construction Skills: Entry Level
Creative Media: Level 2, Level 3
Electrical: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
Engineering: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3, T Level
Hairdressing: Level1, Level 2, Level 3
Health & Social Care: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3, T Level
Pathways
Plumbing: Level 1, Level 2
Public Services: Level 3
Social Sciences: A Levels
Sport: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
Whites Chef Academy: Level 1, Level 2

Progression
Entry Level: Upon completing the Entry Level Course, you can progress directly to the Level 1 Diploma. 
Level 1: Upon completing this level, you can advance to a Level 2 Diploma or start an apprenticeship. 
Level 2: Upon completing this level, you can advance to a Level 3 Diploma or start an apprenticeship. 
Level 3: Equivalent to 1-3 A levels, this qualification allows you to progress to a Higher Education course, a foundation degree or a higher-level apprenticeship. 
A Level: This qualification enables you to progress to a Higher Education course, a foundation degree or a higher-level apprenticeship. T Level: Equivalent to 3 A levels, this qualification enables you to progress to a Higher Education course, a foundation degree or a higher-level apprenticeship.

Apply now macclesfield.ac.uk



Student Transport
Macclesfield College offers a range of safe, reliable and affordable travel options for students. 

College Bus Service: A subsidised bus service is available for full time students aged 16 -19, covering areas including: Alderley Edge, Biddulph, Bollington, Buxton, Chapel-en-le-Frith, Congleton, Disley, Dove Holes, Gawsworth, Handforth, Hazel Grove, Heald Green, Holmes Chapel, Knutsford, Leek, Middlewich, New Mills, Offerton, Pott Shrigley, Poynton, Stockport, Tytherington, Whaley Bridge, Wilmslow 
If there is a set College bus service for your area, that is the only service we can provide financial assistance for. 
Parking: Barrier controlled parking is available on site for students who drive. 
Train: Macclesfield Train Station is located in the town centre and is a 5 minute drive and 22 minute walk. 
Cycling: Secure bike racks are available on site for students who wish to cycle to college. 
Important: Transport information is correct as of September 2025 but may be subject to change for operational reasons. Please note: The College does not provide transport support for students living within 3 miles of the campus.

What our students say 
“My course has really helped me prepare for the future. The opportunity to do a placement has been especially valuable, giving me practical experience and a real insight into the industry.” - Holly Birchall T Level Health 


Student Support
Your wellbeing matters.

Safety and Wellbeing 
At Macclesfield College, we’re committed to creating a safe, welcoming space where everyone feels respected, supported and secure. Our team is here to help with any concerns, big or small, to ensure you feel safe and valued throughout your time with us. 
Counselling Services 
Need someone to talk to? Our confidential counselling service offers a safe space to explore any worries or challenges you may be facing, whether personal, academic or emotional. You’ll be listened to with care, without judgement and supported every step of the way. 
Additional Learning Support 
Everyone learns differently and that’s okay. Our friendly Learning Support Team is here to help if you have a disability, any learning challenges or mental health need. From tailored academic help to access arrangements, we’ll support you to achieve your full potential. 
“Our confidential counselling service offers a safe space to explore any worries or challenges you may be facing, whether personal, academic or emotional. ” 
What our support staff say 
“It’s a privilege to support students at Macclesfield College and witness their growth in an environment that nurtures both academic and personal development. Seeing them overcome challenges, build confidence and thrive as they work toward their full potential is truly inspiring and rewarding.” - Suzi McNulty Specialist Provision Lead


The Macc Community
Enrichment & Life Skills 
At Macclesfield College, we offer a vibrant student experience that supports both your academic success and personal development. 
We believe that trying new things, building confidence and learning beyond the classroom are key to your success. Our Added Extra programme is designed to help you develop new skills, meet new people and have fun along the way. 
Whether it’s joining a club, taking on a leadership role, attending guest speaker sessions or going on trips, there’s something for everyone. 
Get Involved Clubs & Societies 
From sports and creative arts to gaming and wellbeing, we offer a wide range of clubs shaped by student interest. Got a new idea? Chat to the Student Support Team, we’re always open to new suggestions. 
Student Council 
Make your voice heard. As a member of the Student Council, you’ll meet regularly with college leaders, share ideas and help shape student life. It’s also a great way to build confidence and leadership skills.

What our students say 
“I chose to study Public Services because I originally wanted to join the police, but the course has opened my eyes to new possibilities and inspired me to pursue a career in the army instead. I really enjoy the course, especially the practical elements, which are definitely my favourite part.” - Jack Collins Public Services Student

College isn’t just about qualifications, it’s about growing as a person, gaining confidence and building your future.

Student Ambassadors 
Want to represent the College at events, support other students and gain real experience for your CV? Apply to be a Student Ambassador, it’s a brilliant way to build communication and teamwork skills. 
Fundraising & Volunteering 
What our students say Get involved in charity events and awareness campaigns that matter to you. We’ll support you in finding volunteering opportunities and running initiatives that make a real difference. 


Grow Through Tutorials 
Your weekly tutorial sessions are designed to support your personal and academic development. Topics include:
· Preparing for life after college
· Health and wellbeing
· Safeguarding and online safety
· Equality, diversity and inclusion 

Real World Experience Competitions 
Take part in local and national competitions such as Cheshire Skills and WorldSkills UK, where you can showcase your talents and compete with students from across the region and the world.

What our students say
“My favourite part has been the connections I’ve made since being here, for example, competing in the WorldSkills UK competitions and finding a pathway into film festivals.”- Eloise Turner Creative Media Student


Macclesfield College
Park Lane, 
Macclesfield 
SK11 8LF 
01625 410 000 
info@macclesfield.ac.uk 
macclesfield.ac.uk
