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Welcoming in a new beginning, that first day of the rest of your life feeling.
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You’ll become part of a welcoming community where you’ll be supported, challenged and encouraged to achieve your ambitions. 
Whether you are studying at our Crewe, Ellesmere Port, Chester or Macclesfield Campus, you’ll become part of a welcoming community where you’ll be supported, challenged and encouraged to achieve your ambitions. 
College is about much more than gaining qualifications. It is an opportunity to develop new skills, build confidence, make lifelong friendships and discover talents and opportunities you may never have imagined. Whether your goal is university, an apprenticeship, employment or starting your own business, we’re here to help you succeed every step of the way. 
As one of the largest further education providers in the region, we offer an exceptional range of courses, outstanding facilities and strong partnerships with employers and universities. 
Our curriculum is shaped by industry and designed to equip you with the skills knowledge and experience needed to thrive in a rapidly changing world. 
You’ll learn from expert staff, gain valuable real world experience and benefit from high-quality careers education, guidance and progression support throughout your time with us. 
This year also marks an exciting new chapter as Cheshire College – South & West and Macclesfield College come together as one organisation. By combining the strengths, expertise and opportunities of both colleges, we are creating an even stronger learning community, expanding opportunities for students, while maintaining the unique identity, character and supportive environment of each campus. 
Most importantly, your experience remains at the heart of everything we do. You will continue to study at your chosen Campus, supported by dedicated staff who are committed to helping you achieve your goals, fulfil your potential and prepare confidently for your future. 
We are incredibly proud of our students and all that they achieve. I look forward to welcoming you and wish you every success as you begin your journey with us.
“This year also marks an exciting new chapter as Cheshire College – South & West and Macclesfield College come together as one.” - Jasbir Dhesi OBE Principal & Chief Executive 


Staying in Touch

How do we communicate with parents & carers? 
College staff will do their utmost to ensure you are kept up to date with how a student is thriving at college. 

Progress Evenings and Progress Reports 
Effective partnerships with parents/carers are a very important means of supporting students’ success. There will be a welcome event on Tuesday 8th September where you will be invited to a short presentation. 
At two set points in the year, you will receive subject grades via a Progress Report and you will be invited in to discuss your young person’s progress with their teachers. If we have concerns about their progress we will contact you. 

Parent Portal 
The College encourages all parents to use the Parent Portal. This will allow us to both communicate with you and for you to track the progress of your young person at any time. You will also be able to access up-to-date attendance information and Progress Reports when they are available. Your unique link to Parent Portal will be sent on email during the first few weeks of term. 

How you can communicate with us? Parents and carers can contact the College in a number of ways: Main college telephone number is 01625 410 000 *For all general enquiries please use info@macclesfield.ac uk

*All staff have an email address or if it is a specific support area e.g. Welfare Welfare@macclesfield.ac.uk there will be an email address available. 

Emergency Information
Please can you ensure that the College holds up to date contact details for your young person. The College can only make contact with the people named as emergency contacts at the point of enrolment. It is vitally important that we hold this information and should any contact details change, these need to be communicated to the College as soon as possible. Please understand that we cannot discuss a student with anyone other than those named persons. 
If there is ever an occasion where your young person needs to go to hospital, we will endeavour to contact you. A member of staff will accompany the student to hospital and ensure they are registered within the hospital’s care. 

ParentPay – No Cash Payments 
For the safety of students and staff, we do not accept cash payments. All payments should be made online via ParentPay. 

Getting Started 
In early September (during induction), you’ll receive an activation letter by email with instructions to set up your ParentPay account. 
If you have more than one child at the college, you can link them under one account. Already Using ParentPay? 
If you already have a ParentPay account from another school or college, just log in and add your child using the activation details we’ll provide.

Reporting an Absence 
Students are expected to attend college 100% of the time and holidays are not permitted during term time. The College expects students to attend all their lessons and to attend on time. 
Regular attendance at college is the best way to ensure you reach your full potential and achieve at the highest possible level. If you cannot attend College for any reason, a message should be left before 09:00 by calling on the absence line: 01625 410018 
You must leave the following information: 
· Name of Student
· Student ID Number
· Reason for Absence 
Notification of absence is required on each day, unless a long-term absence has been reported. 
We expect students to book appointments with Doctors/Dentists outside of their timetabled sessions, unless for an emergency. Parents/Carers will receive a weekly attendance update via text message. 
The College expects the student to be responsible to catch up on any work missed.


Important Dates

Academic Year 2026/2027

Autumn Term 2026 
Tuesday 1 September 2026: Student Term Commences 
Monday 26 October – Friday 30 October 2026: Half Term Week 
Friday 18 December 2026: End of Student Term 

Spring Term 2027 
Monday 4 January 2027: Student Term Commences 
Monday 15 February – Friday 19 February 2027: Half Term Week 
Thursday 25th March 2027: End of Student Term 

Summer Term 2027 
Monday 12 April 2027: Student Term Commences 
Monday 3 May 2027: May Day Bank Holiday 
Monday 31 May (BH) Friday 4 June 2027: Half Term Week 
Friday 25 June 2027: End of Full Time Student Term

GCSE Dates
GCSE Resit Dates 2026* 
Tuesday 3 November 2026: English Language Paper 1 
Wednesday 4 November 2026: Maths Paper 1 (Non-Calculator) 
Thursday 5 November 2026: English Language Paper 2 
Friday 6 November 2026: Maths Paper 2 (Calculator) 
Monday 9 November 2026 Maths Paper 3 (Calculator) 

Summer GCSE Dates 
Friday 14 May 2027: Maths Paper 1 (Non-Calculator) 
Monday 24 May 2027: English Paper 1 
Thursday 27 May 2027: Maths Paper 2 (Calculator) 
Tuesday 8 June 2027: English Paper 2 
Monday 14 June 2027: Maths Paper 3 (Calculator) 

Academic Year 2026/2027 GCSE Dates 
*These dates are subject to change 

Timetable 
This will be available to you online after your induction week and you can access it through Itslearning. The timetable will outline the days and times of your lessons and indicate the classroom number. You can access it through the student portal – Itslearning. You will see that Fridays have been identified for work experience and we will work with each student to secure high quality placements as part of your study programme, to enhance your employability skills. 
On the back page you will see a map of the site with the 5 different buildings where classes will be taking place. 

Travel 
As part of Macclesfield College’s Transport Plan, which aims to reduce traffic volume, the College provides a subsidised bus service for full-time 16–19-year-old students. 
The following services are available depending on where you live: Alderley Edge, Biddulph, Bollington, Buxton, Chapel-en-le-Frith, Congleton, Disley, Dove Holes, Gawsworth, Handforth, Hazel Grove, Heald Green, Holmes Chapel, Knutsford, Leek, Middlewich, New Mills, Offerton, Pott Shrigley, Poynton, Stockport, Tytherington, Whaley Bridge and Wilmslow 
Applications for the subsidised bus can be made by emailing studentservices@macclesfield.ac.uk


Expectations 

During this first week the staff will be introducing all the students to the College’s expectations, these include the 3 A’s. 

Appearance & ID Guidelines 
At college, you’re expected to dress appropriately for a learning environment. Your clothing should reflect the standards of your chosen career path. 
Please remember:
· Hoods and hats must not be worn indoors.
· Your student ID badge and lanyard must be worn and clearly visible at all times on campus.
· Your ID helps keep our college safe and gives you access to buildings and lessons. 
Without it, you cannot enter the college or attend lessons. You may only remove your ID during class if there’s a health and safety reason. 
If you forget your badge, you’ll need to pay £5.00 for a replacement. 
Student ID – Wear it. Show it. Keep it. 

Attendance 
The College expects students to attend all of their lessons and be on time. 

Attitude 
We expect all students to behave in a respectful manner. Students must respect themselves, other students, staff members and the local community. Student Uniform If your chosen subject requires a college uniform you can order this through Solutions Workwear: www.solutionsworkwear.com


Safeguarding & Welfare 

Support at College 
At Macclesfield College, the wellbeing and success of every student sits at the heart of what we do. We are committed to creating an environment where all learners feel safe, supported and able to thrive. Our approach recognises that students may face a range of personal or educational challenges, and we work proactively to ensure that no one faces these alone. 
We offer a range of support, including help for young carers, care experienced students, and those who may encounter barriers to learning. Our teams also provide guidance around peer relationships, emotional wellbeing and staying safe. 
We believe that every young person has the right to feel protected, respected and valued, regardless of their background, identity or circumstances. Safeguarding is embedded across all areas of college life, and our staff work together to ensure that students receive the right support at the right time. 

Key Contacts 
If you have any safeguarding issues or concerns, please contact a member of the Safeguarding Team: 
Angela Bradley, Safeguarding & Welfare Manager, Designated Safeguarding Lead 
01625 410000 Ext 525 
Angela.Bradley@macclesfield.ac.uk 
John Beddows, Wellbeing Officer & Designated Tutor for Care Experienced Students 
07738 105 390 
John.Beddows@macclesfield.ac.uk 

Additional Learning Support 

The College offers a range of support which aims to meet your needs depending on your learning difference, disability or medical condition. We are committed to removing barriers to learning and ensuring that each individual is empowered to reach their full potential and gain independence. 
Support is determined on an individual basis. You can contact the ALS team with any queries, or you can arrange an appointment with our Specialist Provision Lead, Suzi McNulty to discuss your needs further by emailing ALS@macclesfield.ac.uk 

Financial Support 
Help is available for various expenses, including travel costs, subsidised meals, materials or kit costs and child care costs. 
The Learner Support Fund is specifically aimed at students who face financial difficulties whilst pursuing their education and allocations are made based on demonstrated need. 
The type of assistance is based on a student’s age and their course, meaning that not all forms of support are universally accessible to all students. 
If you have not already applied through the enrolment process or require any further information about our support please email: studentservices@macclesfield.ac.uk


Enrichment

College is about more than studying — it’s about discovering what you love and who you are. Our enrichment programme lets you explore interests, meet people and build confidence beyond the classroom. 
Whether you're into sports, creative projects, wellbeing, games or trying something new, there’s something for you. 
What makes our programme unique? You help shape it. We build clubs, events and workshops around your ideas. It’s your space to thrive, belong and grow. 

Student Council – Your Voice Matters 
The Student Council meets regularly with college leadership to share ideas, raise concerns and improve college life. It’s a great way to make a real difference at Macclesfield College. 
As a council member, you’ll represent peers, collaborate across courses and develop key communication, leadership and teamwork skills – all great for your CV. 

Student Ambassadors – Be Part of Something Bigger 
The Student Ambassador Scheme is a great way to build confidence, gain experience and develop communication and leadership skills. 
As an ambassador, you’ll represent the college at events, welcome new students and help create a friendly, inclusive community. 
It’s a chance to grow — and it looks great on your CV! Interested? Email: enrichment@macclesfield.ac.uk 

Careers & Work Experience – Shaping Your Future 

At Macclesfield College, we’re here to help you make informed decisions about your future. Our Careers Team can support you with:
· Choosing the right course 
· Exploring career options CV and interview skills 
· Job searching 
· University, apprenticeships or employment guidance 
You’ll receive advice through tutorials and extra support is available if needed. Email: studentservices@macclesfield.ac.uk 

Changed Your Mind? 
If college isn't the right fit, we’ll help you explore other options and work with Local Authorities to ensure you're in Education, Employment or Training. 

Work Placements 
All full-time students are required to complete a relevant work placement during their course. This gives you real-world experience and helps bring your learning to life. 
Placements take place on your days off from college, and support is available to help you find a suitable opportunity. 
This applies to all students studying on a full-time study programme who do not have to complete a mandatory work placement as part of their qualification. 
For more information regarding this, please email: workplacements@macclesfield.ac.uk



Macclesfield College 
Park Lane, Macclesfield SK11 8LF 
01625 410 000 
info@macclesfield.ac.uk 
macclesfield.ac.uk 
Principal & CEO: Jasbir Dhesi OBE
