Additional Learning Support
What is ALS?

What is Additional Learning Support?

Learning support may be available to those with learning difficulties/disabilities, medical needs or other barriers to learning. For example, specific learning difficulties/disabilities like Dyslexia/ Dyspraxia, Autism, ADHD, hearing/visual/physical difficulties and medical conditions.


How We Can Help and Support You?

The College offers a range of support which aims to meet your needs depending on your learning difficulty, medical condition or physical disability. We are committed to removing barriers to your learning and ensuring that each individual is supported to reach their full potential and gain independence. 
We work closely with a range of local authorities and external agencies to ensure we have a joined up approach to your transition to college. 
Our Additional Learning Support Team have a wealth of experience and knowledge in supporting students with SEN and additional needs. Support is determined on an individual basis and the more information you can provide us with, the more we can support you. 



Education Health Care Plans (EHCP)

If you have an EHCP, the College follows a consultation process as outlined in the Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) Code of Practice. 
The local authority will consult with the College with an up to date EHCP to allow us to make an informed decision as to whether we can or cannot meet your needs.
Where consultations are made after the March 31st statutory deadline, the College cannot guarantee a placement as spaces on some programmes are limited and the support provision may not be available. 
More information is available in the ‘Transition to Macclesfield College Booklet – available in hardcopy or online at https://macclesfield.ac.uk/


Exam Access Arrangements

Let us know when you enrol if you have previously had support in exams. This will help us to put
arrangements in place for college. 
Examples of exam access arrangements are: extra time, a reader, use of a laptop, coloured paper, smaller room, etc.
Please note, arrangements that you had in school will not automatically transfer to college. We will need to establish your current learning needs before exam access arrangements can be put in place.
We will require evidence such as a diagnosis or medical paperwork to support your application.
If you feel that you require support please contact accessarrangements@macclesfield.ac.uk and we can advise you of what we need.


Quiet Rooms
The College has two quiet rooms which are for students when they are feeling overwhelmed, anxious or in need of support. 
Each room has an EHCP Learning Mentor who can provide support to students to overcome barriers and signpost them to any other appropriate services. 
The quiet rooms have a range of resources to support students such as bean bag chairs, puzzles and a number of sensory objects and calming activities to help students reset and refocus. 
There is an emphasis on wellbeing and special needs support. 


Study Centre

The Study Centre offers tailored academic support in Maths, English, and study skills, including revision techniques. 
The centre provides 1:1 sessions for up to 6 weeks which can focus on revising or personalised support. The sessions aim to enhance learning and boost academic confidence. 
Students can self-refer by visiting the centre in person or asking their teachers to refer them. The dedicated team ensures that students are supported throughout their learning journey.



Contact Information:

ALS Office - General Enquires 
als@macclesfield.ac.uk 
01625 410000 extension 586 / 522

Suzi McNulty – Specialist Provision Lead
suzi.mcnulty@macclesfield.ac.uk 
01625 410000 extension 547
